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Report: Theme was ‘Endothelium - when the silent 
red carpet starts ringing’. Endothelium was once 
thought of as the cellophane wrapper of the vascular 
tree with no other specific functions other than 
affording a selective permeability. Enormous 
advances since 1980s have thrown light revealing the 
intricate functions of this large ‘endocrine organ’ 
lining the entire circulatory system. The endothelium 
also embodies a wide range of homeostatic functions. 
Hence, this topic is addressed with the view that a 
more aggressive approach is warranted for early 
detection and treatment of abnormal endothelial 
function.  
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